HEART TO HEART DISTRICT 2022 CONVENTION REPORT
Submitted by: 

Christine Mahler, LWML Pacific Southwest District 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries (2020-2024)
Date of District Convention: June 3-5, 2022

Number of convention attendees: 217

Number of convention attendees attending a H2H interest session or special event:

· Nine Heart to Heart Sisters (7 as first timers to an LWML district convention) attended the PSD Convention in Tempe, AZ.

· First Interest Session: About the Heart to Heart – Sisters of All Nations Program, presented by Melissa Salomon and Angelina Jauregui: 11 attendees

· Second Interest Session: First Timers, YWRs & H2H Sisters, presented by President Nila Rodriguez and District President Rev. Dr. Mike Gibson:                31 attendees

· First Heart to Heart Sisters Gathering: 11 attendees

· Second Heart to Heart Sisters Gathering: 13 attendees

· Convention Assembly: Heart to Heart Sisters were welcomed and introduced by President Nila Rodriguez; the response was given by District Heart to Heart Leader Angelina Jauregui: 217 attendees.
Description of H2H planned touchpoints at the convention:
(By the convention H2H committee members M. Salomon & A. Jauregui):

“Having an opportunity to meet each of the new Heart to Heart Sisters was important and during the second session we were able to hear each of their stories of faith and connecting with the Lutheran Church. We prayed together and for each other. That was powerful.

One interesting note: Of the women at the second session, four of them had been baptized in the Lutheran Church in their home countries! None of them had ever connected with the LWML. Most often women who come from diverse cultures feel like outsiders. In the case of these women, they felt like insiders because they were born into the Lutheran Church, but they hadn’t connected with the LWML. They felt personally valued at the convention because President Nila and Jan Struck (keynote speaker) made a special attempt to talk to them and befriend them. This meant a lot to them that the “important” people singled them out for friendship. They are now excited to get involved and especially help in the next convention which will be in the Los Angeles area, June 2023. 
We had three pastors attend the Heart to Heart - Sisters of All Nations Interest session. One was the synodical district president. They all were very interested in knowing more about H2H beyond the session. None of them had heard of H2H before.”                    Melissa Salomon
“The Heart to Heart women who participated in the group were very happy to have experienced the 2022 PSDLWML convention. At our meeting with the group we allowed each woman to talk about their faith and to actually speak about their tribulations experienced during Covid and what they would want us to pray for any pressing need they had in their family or congregation. They were happy to be embraced by the attendees of the convention and looked forward to doing it again.

When asked about the Heart to Heart program I explained that the purpose of the program is to connect, to engage, to invite, and to mentor women of all nations who are members of the LCMS multicultural congregations. As we mentor and develop relationships with them, they will be better equipped to together assist our evangelism efforts to spread the Gospel to multicultural communities in their areas. This is what the Lord wants all of us to do.”                                                                                              “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”. Matthew 28:19-20 KJV                                                                                             Angelina Jauregui
What worked well (identify the touchpoint and why):
· Letting the Heart to Heart sisters tell their stories of faith and how God saved them and directed their steps and what they are doing in grateful service to the Lord in their ministries.

· Praying together in an intimate setting was very beautiful and had an impact on the women

· Having the president and the guest speaker befriend them personally.

What would you do differently? (why/what would you change):

We talked to women in ethnic churches and pastor of ethnic churches. We need to connect with more women pre-convention. This is especially important since often the women of the ethnic churches don’t know much or anything about LWML.

